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Norway welcomes the Minister of Foreign Affairs dlie Republic of
Montenegro H.E. Mr. Milan Reen to the Permanent Council and thanks him for
his address.

Mr Chairman,

Montenegro has seen positive developments since rbwly gained

independence. Vital reforms have been initiated amedongoing in key sectors.
Montenegro has managed to attract new investmamdshas experienced a
positive economic development. Norway, on her p@mains committed to
supporting the reforms and processes furthering téfwmyro’s Euroatlantic
integration. We would like to use the opportunagycbngratulate Montenegro on
the signing of the Stabilisation and Associationréggnent with the European
Union.

Norway applauds the adoption of the new constituboly a few days ago.
After long and extensive deliberations Montenegas heached final decisions
on a number of vital issues for the country. Weenthie new constitution will be
a significant contribution to further developinguaited and pluralistisociety,
respecting the different linguistic and religiowckgrounds of its citizens.

The Norwegian assistance to Montenegro is focusedsupporting reform
initiatives, capacity and institution building aglvas economic development.
One of our priorities is further reform of the jadiry.



Mr Chairman, an independent, accountable, trustetl efficient judiciary is
fundamental for any state. A recent expert repabliphed as part of the
bilateral cooperation between Montenegro and Norgtayes that the lack of
trust by the public is a serious problem for thgitlmacy of the judiciary in
Montenegro. Norway urges Montenegro to establishedl working Judicial
Council and to actively improve the rule of law astcengthen the fight against
corruption and organised crime. We look forward dooperate with the
Montenegrin Government on these issues and apfeetia OSCE mission’s
activities to assist Montenegro in this area.

Norway commends Montenegro for developing activd aositive relations
with neighbouring countries and hope that Monteoegtl be an example to be
followed by other countries in the region.

In closing, Mr Chairman we would like once againtbank Foreign Minister
Roéen for addressing the Permanent Council today. Wi&h laim and his
country success with their political and economefiorms and efforts of further
Euroatlantic integration.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman
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